
Before You Burn...
Read our top tips for safely  
burning solid fuels in the home.
Fuel
Kiln dried wood, briquettes or 
smokeless coal produce less smoke 
than other fuels and burn more 
cleanly. They also release the lowest 
amount of harmful substances within 
the smoke unlike painted or unseasoned 
wood which can emit harmful chemicals. The 
“ready to burn” scheme helps you to identify dry logs, 
more information can be found at www.readytoburn.org

Use your stove correctly
All stoves have to be used differently, how to start and maintain a fire and how to 
look after the stove long term should be detailed in your manual or a professional 
can provide advice. Stoves should also be installed to building control regulations, 
this includes correctly placed Carbon Monoxide alarms.

Sweep – get a professional out
You should get your chimney swept at least yearly! Annually for smokeless fuels and at 
least twice a year for wood or coal is advised. You can find a sweep by checking a registered 
association such as National Association Of Chimney Sweeps, Sweep Safe or the Association of 
Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps

Eco design – or at least DEFRA exempt stoves
Newly designed stoves have an increased efficiency over old stoves and
open fires. This means that they release less harmful pollution but also
produce more heat from your fuel, saving you money!

WHY?
By following these guidelines, your stove will release less pollution 
and burn more efficiently — giving off more heat! If solid fuels like 
logs and coal are not burnt properly or a stove is not maintained, 
the smoke released can contain more particulate matter which are 
suspended in the air. These tiny particles are so small that they can be 
breathed in and enter your blood stream, the are a contributing factor 
to many illnesses and conditions such as asthma and heart disease.

Check out www.readytoburn.org for more information:
Or ring Sefton Council: 0345 140 0845

Remember

F U S E

www.hetas.co.uk

Handy Websites
www.hetas.co.uk
www.woodsure.co.uk
ww.coalmerchants.co.uk
www.smokecontrolsefton.co.uk 
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